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place in Hampton, VA, beginning to-
night, March 6. This weekend, 
Vermont’s own musical group, Phish, 
will celebrate a reunion not far from 
our Nation’s Capitol, following their 
retirement in August of 2004. Phish’s 
fans, and all Vermonters, wish a warm 
welcome back to Trey Anastasio, Jon 
Fishman, Mike Gordon, and Page 
McConnell, and the very best on their 
renewed musical journey. 

In the summer of 2004, the band said 
farewell to thousands of fans who had 
persevered through torrential rain and 
knee-deep mud—some having walked 
many miles to see the band’s final con-
certs in a farm field in Coventry, VT. 
For so many of the band’s followers, it 
was a bittersweet moment, historic and 
mournful at once and the end of a sin-
gular era in American rock and roll. 
True to the band’s roots, and despite 
the rain, it was fitting that the fare-
well took place in the middle of the 
glorious Vermont countryside. 

Much to the joy of many Vermonters 
and people across the United States, 
the band could not resist the desire to 
perform once again, and this weekend 
marks their return to the stage in what 
Phish’s fans hope will be the beginning 
of a sustainable period of happiness and 
creativity for the band. 

What began at the University of 
Vermont in Burlington, and was nur-
tured at Goddard College in Plainfield, 
flourished into an enormous creative 
musical force that delighted fans from 
across the world for many years. They 
spread their music throughout Europe 
and Japan, from coast to coast in the 
United States, and rang in the millen-
nium in front of 85,000 people on the 
Big Cypress Indian Reservation in 
Florida, playing that concert’s final 
notes as the sun rose over the horizon 
at the dawn of a new century. 

Theirs has been a remarkable jour-
ney of musical exploration, improvisa-
tion and risk-taking much akin to the 
early era of the Grateful Dead. From 
outdoor summer festivals to Halloween 
celebrations that found the band don-
ning musical ‘‘costumes’’ by playing an 
album of another musical group from 
beginning to end, Phish carved a niche 
in the musical world that was left con-
spicuously empty with their retire-
ment. 

As Americans stand at a crossroads 
and contemplate the way forward dur-
ing a difficult time, artistic expression 
will play an important role in remind-
ing us all that despite the difficulties 
we face, we should not forget those 
things in life that bring us happiness 
and that connect us to one another. 
Whether we find solace in a good film, 
a great novel, making art through pho-
tography, writing, or painting, or expe-
riencing a musical performance, I want 
to acknowledge the ability of Ameri-
cans to keep the creative spirit alive 
even when we face our most daunting 
challenges. And I find reason for opti-
mism in the fact that the announce-
ment of Phish’s reunion was met with 
such overwhelming enthusiasm from 
their fans. 

So as thousands of people welcome 
Phish back to the stage at the Hamp-
ton Coliseum this weekend, I am proud 
to say as a Vermonter: Phish, it is good 
to have you back. I know you have 
been missed.∑ 
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MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE 

At 12:25 p.m., a message from the 
House of Representatives, delivered by 
Mrs. Cole, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the House has passed the 
following joint resolution, in which it 
requests the concurrence of the Senate: 

H.J. Res. 38. Joint resolution making fur-
ther continuing appropriations for fiscal 
year 2009, and for other purposes. 

The message also announced that the 
House has agreed to the following con-
current resolution, in which it requests 
the concurrence of the Senate: 

H. Con. Res. 14. Concurrent resolution sup-
porting the goals and ideals of Multiple Scle-
rosis Awareness Week. 
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MEASURES REFERRED 

The following concurrent resolution 
was read, and referred as indicated: 

H. Con. Res. 14. Concurrent resolution sup-
porting the goals and ideals of Multiple Scle-
rosis Awareness Week; to the Committee on 
Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions. 
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MEASURES READ THE FIRST TIME 

The following bill was read the first 
time: 

S. 542. A bill to repeal the provision of law 
that provides automatic pay adjustments for 
Members of Congress. 
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INTRODUCTION OF BILLS AND 
JOINT RESOLUTIONS 

The following bills and joint resolu-
tions were introduced, read the first 
and second times by unanimous con-
sent, and referred as indicated: 

By Mr. REID (for himself, Mr. DURBIN, 
Mr. SCHUMER, and Mrs. MURRAY): 

S. 542. A bill to repeal the provision of law 
that provides automatic pay adjustments for 
Members of Congress; read the first time. 

By Mr. DURBIN (for himself, Mrs. 
HUTCHISON, Mr. BEGICH, and Mr. 
UDALL of New Mexico): 

S. 543. A bill to require a pilot program on 
training, certification, and support for fam-
ily caregivers of seriously disabled veterans 
and members of the Armed Forces to provide 
caregiver services to such veterans and 
members, and for other purposes; to the 
Committee on Veterans’ Affairs. 

f 

SUBMISSION OF CONCURRENT AND 
SENATE RESOLUTIONS 

The following concurrent resolutions 
and Senate resolutions were read, and 
referred (or acted upon), as indicated: 

By Mr. SPECTER (for himself and Mr. 
CASEY): 

S. Res. 68. A resolution recognizing the 
contributions of the Pennsylvania National 
Guard in service to the Nation; to the Com-
mittee on Armed Services. 

ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS 

S. 231 
At the request of Mr. LIEBERMAN, the 

name of the Senator from Delaware 
(Mr. KAUFMAN) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 231, a bill to designate a por-
tion of the Arctic National Wildlife 
Refuge as wilderness. 

S. 428 

At the request of Mr. DORGAN, the 
names of the Senator from South Da-
kota (Mr. JOHNSON) and the Senator 
from Vermont (Mr. LEAHY) were added 
as cosponsors of S. 428, a bill to allow 
travel between the United States and 
Cuba. 

S. 479 

At the request of Mr. CARDIN, the 
name of the Senator from Pennsyl-
vania (Mr. SPECTER) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 479, a bill to amend the 
Chesapeake Bay Initiative Act of 1998 
to provide for the continuing author-
ization of the Chesapeake Bay Gate-
ways and Watertrails Network. 

f 

STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED 
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS 

By Mr. REID (for himself, Mr. 
DURBIN, Mr. SCHUMER, and Mrs. 
MURRAY): 

S. 542. A bill to repeal the provision 
of law that provides automatic pay ad-
justments for Members of Congress; 
read the first time. 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the text of the bill 
be printed in the RECORD. 

There being no objection, the text of 
the bill was ordered to be placed in the 
RECORD, as follows: 

S. 542 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. ELIMINATION OF AUTOMATIC PAY 

ADJUSTMENTS FOR MEMBERS OF 
CONGRESS. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Paragraph (2) of section 
601(a) of the Legislative Reorganization Act 
of 1946 (2 U.S.C. 31) is repealed. 

(b) TECHNICAL AND CONFORMING AMEND-
MENTS.—Section 601(a)(1) of such Act is 
amended— 

(1) by striking ‘‘(a)(1)’’ and inserting ‘‘(a)’’; 
(2) by redesignating subparagraphs (A), (B), 

and (C) as paragraphs (1), (2), and (3), respec-
tively; and 

(3) by striking ‘‘as adjusted by paragraph 
(2) of this subsection’’ and inserting ‘‘ad-
justed as provided by law’’. 

(c) EFFECTIVE DATE.—This section shall 
take effect on February 1, 2011. 

By Mr. DURBIN (for himself, 
Mrs. HUTCHISON, Mr. BEGICH, 
and Mr. UDALL of New Mexico): 

S. 543. A bill to require a pilot pro-
gram on training, certification, and 
support for family caregivers of seri-
ously disabled veterans and members of 
the Armed Forces to provide caregiver 
services to such veterans and members, 
and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Veterans’ Affairs. 

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, in the 
Spring of 2007, I met a 27-year-old 
Army Sergeant named Eric 
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